AutoSkall

A helping hand for literacy

The AutoSkill® Academy of READING®
Relationship to Selected NCLB Titles

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB)

NCLB... In January 2002, President Bush signed the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) known
officially as the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). The focus of this reauthorization was to encourage all states to pursue a standards-
based reform agenda and includes:

high academic standards for all students and the opportunity for students to obtain a high-quality education and reach proficiency on
challenging state academic standards and assessments,

an emphasis on using instructional strategies based on scientific research and proven to work,

increased flexibility for local schools to provide additional instructional staff, professional development, extended-time programs, and other
strategies in order to increase student achievement,

greater accountability for results as measured by student performance on standardized tests and reporting of the results, and

enhanced parental involvement and options.

NCLB is divided into ten sections; Title | is the largest section. The major difference between this reauthorization and previous reauthorizations of
ESEA is this reauthorization impacts all schools and teachers and not just Title | schools. The focus is on all students and it seeks to close the
achievement gap between children who live in poverty and their peers.

AutoSkill Academy of READING/NCLB Matrix

AutoSkill Academy of READING is an award-winning, research-based intervention technology to help struggling students become proficient
readers. The program was developed with NCLB in mind, incorporating: 1) scientifically researched based intervention, 2) high academic
standards, 3) instructional methodologies and best instructional practices, 4) performance goals and indicators/assessments, 5)
accountability/adequate yearly progress (AYP), and 6) highly-qualified teachers/professional development.

This matrix correlates Academy of READING features to selected titles/parts of NCLB. The majority of federal funding goes to Title I, Part A and
the matrix correlations reflect this with the bulk of correlations located in Title I, Part A. However, Academy of READING correlates to many of the
other titles/parts of NCLB and these correlations are listed in an abbreviated format.
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The AutoSkill® Academy of READING®/NCLB Matrix

AutoSkill Academy of READING

Title I, Part A — Improving Academic Achievement
of the Disadvantage

The bulk of federal NCLB funds are devoted to Title |,
Part A. The STATEMENT OF PURPOSE below,
excerpted from the federal description, provides both a
summary/refresher of Title |, Part A and is the basis for
correlating salient features of AutoSkill Academy of
READING to NCLB.

Section 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

“The purpose of this title is to ensure that all children
have a fair, equal, and significant opportunity to obtain
a high-quality education and reach, at a minimum,
proficiency on challenging State academic achievement
standards and state academic assessments.”
http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pgl.html#se
clol

(1) ensuring that high-quality academic
assessments, accountability systems, teacher
preparation and training, curriculum, and
instructional materials aligned with challenging
State academic standards so students,
teachers, parents, and administrators can
measure progress against common
expectation for student academic achievement;

(2) meeting the educational needs of low-
achieving children in our Nation’s highest-
poverty schools, limited English proficient
children, migratory children, children with
disabilities, Indian children, neglected or
delinquent children, and young children in need
of reading assistance;

(3) closing the achievement gap between high-
and low-performing children, especially the

The Academy of READING is a proven reading intervention software solution based on
original neuroscience research and 17 years of classroom results. The methodology
incorporates instructional and behavioral principles to address skills development and
learner motivation, while providing intervention strategies to help districts and schools
achieve their adequate yearly progress (AYP) goals. Academy of READING helps at-
risk students build fluency in reading foundation skills in five core areas defined by the
National Reading Panel. Using a unique intervention approach that incorporates
automaticity, the program delivers an adaptive, individualized training experience for
each student.

The overall program methodology, steeped in scientifically based research:

- features original, neuroscience research and computer-assisted subskills training
research,

- incorporates a pedagogical model using task-analysis to break skills down into
simpler components, a sequential approach to build computational fluency, and
positive feedback and motivational elements to boost confidence and self-esteem,
and

- demonstrates efficacy results in classrooms showing students achieving significant
reading gains of approximately 2.5 grade levels in 25 hours of time on task.

Academy of READING clearly demonstrates the transfer of scientifically based research
and technological development into educational practice -- a practice proven to drive
individualized student academic success.

1. Scientifically Researched Based Interventions

Thousands of schools and districts across North America continue to achieve
outstanding results using AutoSkKill solutions as part of their educational strategy. In
support of scientifically based research, AutoSkill posts efficacy studies, case studies,
and success stories on its website. This information can be searched, examined, and
downloaded by regional areas, implementation type, and student populations. AutoSkill
provides a detailed research analysis entitled Focus on Reading which is available on
their website: http://www.autoskill.com/pdf/Focus_Research 2005.pdf

Original Research... AutoSkill was founded in 1990 by neuro-psychologists Dr. Ronald
Trites and Dr. Christina Fiedorowicz, based on the results of a decade of original
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achievement gaps between minority and

nonminority students, and between

disadvantaged children and their more
advantaged peers;

(4) holding schools, local educational agencies,
and States accountable for improving the
academic achievement of all students, and
identifying and turning around low-performing
schools that have failed to provide a high-
quality education to their students, while
providing alternatives to students in such
schools to enable the students to receive a
high-quality education;

(5) distributing and targeting resources sufficiently
to make a difference to local educational
agencies and schools where needs are
greatest;

(6) improving and strengthening accountability,
teaching and learning by using State
assessment systems designed to ensure that
students are meeting challenging State
academic achievement and content standards
and increasing achievement overall, but
especially for the disadvantaged;

(7) providing greater decision-making authority
and flexibility to schools and teachers in
exchange for greater responsibility for student
performance;

(8) providing children an enriched and accelerated
educational program, including the use of
schoolwide programs or additional services
that increase the amount and quality of
instructional time;

(9) promoting schoolwide reform and ensuring the
access of children to effective, scientifically
based instructional strategies and challenging
academic content;

(10)significantly elevating the quality of instruction

AutoSkill Academy of READING

laboratory research into the causes and treatment of learning disabilities. Among their
key findings was that struggling students need to master the component subskills of
reading and math to the level of fluency. This original research resulted in the
development of powerful intervention solutions — the Academy of READING and the
Academy of MATH — that build fluency in the foundation skills of reading and math.

2006 Efficacy Research... Several research studies cite the effectiveness of Academy
of READING:

« Studies of effectiveness with reading delayed and reading disabled children
(e.g. Fiedorowicz, 1986; Fiedorowicz & Trites, 1987; 1990)

e Studies of gains working with the program and their retention over a one-year
period (Fiedorowicz & Trites, 1990)

Ongoing Efficacy Studies... AutoSkill continues to validate its instructional design
through ongoing effectiveness studies that demonstrate the achievement of significant
reading gains after training on Academy of READING. One highlight includes a study of
10 high schools in the Pittsburgh Public School System showing gains of 20-30% with
9" and 10" grade students after using the program.

2. High Academic Standards

The Academy of READING uses a patented methodology with an adaptive intervention
engine, skill mastery based on automaticity, and motivational principles to build fluency
in the foundation skills of reading. The skill mastery is focused on the five core areas
identified by the National Reading Panel (NRP): phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.

Academy of READING was developed from original, neuroscience research and
patented algorithms for subskills diagnosis. Its pedagogical model incorporates task-
analysis to break skills down into simpler components, automaticity to build fluency, and
positive feedback and motivational elements to boost confidence and self-esteem.

These foundation skills are presented to both general education and special education
students. The methods of presentation and the flexibility of the program tailor student
instruction without “watering down” the curriculum. The program respects high quality
academic standards.

Content Alignment to Standards... The program is designed to serve as a powerful
curriculum enhancement tool.
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by providing staff in participating schools with
substantial opportunities for professional
development;

(11) coordinating services under all parts of this
title with each other, with other educational
services, and, to the extent feasible, with other
agencies providing services to youth, children,
and families; and

(12)affording parents substantial and meaningful
opportunities to participate in the education of
their children.

AutoSkill Academy of READING

The Academy of READING increases the teacher’s instructional classroom time by
using the software to provide students the training and practice on basic functional skills
needed to reach automaticity.

Academy of READING provides the process for all students to experience a quality
education and reach proficiency on challenging state academic standards and
assessments. Correlations to state standards are available to help reading educators
manage their programs effectively.

3. Instructional Methodology/Best Instructional Practices

Academy of READING offers a structured and sequential intervention program that
helps struggling students become proficient readers. Students develop fluency in
foundation reading skills through focused training in phonemic awareness, sound
symbol association, phonics and decoding, and comprehension. Academy of READING
is an intervention solution that trains subskills to the level of automaticity by measuring
pace and accuracy, enabling students to realize permanent gains and master
foundation reading skills for life.

Response-to-Intervention... The Academy of READING can be used as an early
intervention service/Response-to-Intervention program and also can be used as a SLD
curriculum intervention. Student data resulting from the program’s use can be applied as
part of the SLD identification process and IEP planning. AutoSkill's data collection and
recording can effectively monitor student progress, re-assess IEP goals, and provide
necessary data accountability requirements.

Academy of READING provides opportunities for educators to adapt instruction through
the program’s instructional methodology, design, and flexibility that are the essences of
the program’s success.

4. Performance Goals and Indicators/Assessments

AutoSkill has a long history of helping students acquire complex skills by breaking skills
into manageable component skills, training students to a level of proficiency and moving
them forward, and celebrating each incremental step along the developmental
continuum. The Academy of READING uses a three step approach to obtain
mathematical proficiency: Prescribe, Monitor, and Intervene. The three steps are
integral to developing and implementing performance goals.

Step One: Prescribe... Automated placement tests provide a snapshot of a
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AutoSkill Academy of READING

student’s reading abilities relative to grade level in order to prescribe an
Individualized Training Program (ITP). Students progress at their own pace,
filling-in skill gaps to achieve fluency. Students can view their progress and are
rewarded with certificates for mastery of skills.

Step Two: Monitor... For each skill area and level, students build phonemic
awareness, sound symbol association, phonics and decoding, and
comprehension. Student progress is closely monitored by the program to
identify common errors areas of weakness, and total time on task. Teachers
can monitor progress in real-time and make any necessary adjustments. The
program automatically updates teacher records regarding student status on a
particular skill. Student information is captured in student, classroom, and
school-level reports and is available to educators and administrators.

Step Three: Intervene... The Academy of READING uses monitoring
information to intervene as required during student training. Based on the
interaction between the student and the program, training is dynamically
modified to meet individual student needs. For example, the program can:

- accelerate students through skills where proficiency is demonstrated,
- provide students with reinforcement or review difficult concepts, and
- pause for “teacher time” to fill gaps in student knowledge.

Assessment... The Academy of READING uses automated placement tests to identify
performance goals and create an Individual Training Program tailored to an individual
student’s strengths and weaknesses. The placement test spans multiple levels of
questions in order to determine the student’s Optimal Instructional Level. Students
complete a pre-test before training begins and a post-test at the end of the training
period, when assigned by the teacher, or when they complete their Individualized
Training Program.

The program monitors the indicators of the student’s training progress and automatically
notifies the teacher of the student’s status (for example, mastery, review, needs teacher
help). The program’s assessment capabilities can be correlated to the basic
foundational skills residing in state or district-wide annual objectives.

* Reports can be accessed at any time, from any workstation on the network,
through the browser-based management system
« Individual, class and school reports, usage tracking, and demographic data let
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AutoSkill Academy of READING

administrators effectively monitor results and meet NCLB requirements

» Detailed views of student progress enable formative instruction and allow
teachers to track students as they work through the program, alerting them to
trouble spots, "teacher time" flags, and how much time is being spent on each
task

5. Accountability/Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Academy of READING features a comprehensive suite of reports, all accessible within
the product to provide gains, test results, and progress data in consistent summarized
formats that eliminate time-consuming manual data consolidation. The program features
instructional reports by student and class for educators, as well as accountability
reporting at the school level for administrators. Demographic data can be easily entered
and accessed for each student, making disaggregate data reporting possible. NCLB
data includes demographic data, adequate yearly progress (AYP) data, and

data-based documentation of repeated assessments of achievement at reasonable,
intervals, reflecting formal assessment of student progress during instruction.

More specifically, the management system for the Academy of READING provides the
following information:

- Student Personal Information — tracks demographic information needed for NCLB,
school and district-wide management

- Student Training Monitor — tracks student’s Individualized Training Program
through...

- an easy-to-view classroom overview including all student names, log-in
information, current skill activity, trial number, and progress. This enables teachers
to plan activities, for example, scheduling time with individual students.

- astudent progress view including specific details on student training progress,
pacing, details on each intervention, trial dates, time in trials, correct trials, error
identification, and pace.

Academy of READING provides the records and reporting capabilities with the
information necessary to meet federal requirements.

6. Highly Qualified Teachers/Professional Development
The innate design and implementation of Academy of READING supports the concept
of highly qualified teachers by providing teachers a:

- technology program established on scientifically based research,
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AutoSkill Academy of READING

- highly qualified content structure correlated to national mathematics content
standards, and

- pedagogical model using task-analysis to break skills into simpler components, a
sequential approach to build computational fluency, and positive feedback and
motivational elements to boost confidence and self-esteem.

AutoSkKill Professional Development Services... Providing additional support,
AutoSkill's specialized team partners with administrators, IT professionals, and teachers
to deliver comprehensive professional series to optimize student achievement. Certified
training specialists, with specialized knowledge of how to increase student performance
through software-based training, work with staff to reduce the learning curve and
accelerate program results. Services ensure effective implementation while building
internal capacity with knowledge transfer and best practices development. These
services, although a complement to the Academy of READING program, are not
included in the program’s purchase. Availability and pricing for selected programs can
be discussed through AutoSkill's Professional Services department.

One service is the Train-the-Trainer Program. AutoSKill's Train-the-Trainer Certification
Program assists districts in building local capacity for self-sustainable management of
their intervention programs. Building a team of experts for continued best practices and
professional development ensures year-over-year continuity of a successful
implementation. The Certification Program is designed to provide a sustainable
economic model for the district-wide implementation.

Academy of READING and AutoSkill support the concepts of highly qualified teachers
and promote continued professional development.

Title I, Part B — Reading First

Federal funds are used to establish comprehensive
reading programs based on scientifically based reading
research including phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. Focus in on
grades K-3.

The Academy of READING meets the essential requirements as outlined by the
Reading First initiative. These proven methods ensure that the Reading First
requirements are met:

- using a design with these students in mind,

- incorporating key learning principles in an instructional methodology sensitive to the
needs of struggling readers, and

- building upon a proven track record of reversing the downward spiral of academic
failure.

The Academy of READING addresses the five essential components of reading
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AutoSkill Academy of READING

instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, fluency, and
comprehension. It is based on scientific reading research as cited above.

Reading First requires that the programs must also be integrated into a coherent
instructional design with explicit instructional strategies, coordinated instructional
sequences, ample practice opportunities and aligned students materials. The Academy
of READING is designed to develop fluency in the foundation skills through four types of
explicit instructional activities which include:

e Phonemic awareness training

e Sound-symbol association training

e Phonics and decoding training

« Reading comprehension practice

All of these follow a well-defined developmental sequence from simple to complex
tasks. Each exercise is repeated until mastery of the skill is achieved. The result is
accurate, fluent decoding and word recognition skills that enable students to focus
attention on extracting meaning from print.

Reading First also requires assessment strategies for diagnosing student needs and
measuring progress. The Academy of READING provides a complete records-
management system that tracks student testing and training results and provides
individual, group, class, school and district level reports that can be aggregated and
disaggregated to meet all of NCLB requirements.

Reading First also requires a professional development plan that ensures teachers have
the skills and support necessary to effectively implement the program. AutoSkill offers
introductory and ongoing professional development for the Academy of READING
program. It helps teachers develop reading strategies and devise effective methods for
implementing reading programs and their associated technologies as well as builds their
knowledge and expertise of reading theory.

Title I, Part C — Education of Migratory Children
Federal funds are used to support migrant children
between 3 and 21 years old in the form of supplemental
instruction and support services. Focus is on:

meeting the educational needs of migrant

children,

providing migrant students with the opportunity

Academy of READING provides the high-quality content to enhance the opportunities of
migratory children to meet the same challenging state academic standards that all
children are expected to meet.

In addition, the program provides a complete records management system that
constantly tracks student testing and training results and provides reports at the student,
class, school, and district. These records present learning details that could travel with
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to meet the same challenging state academic
standards that all children are expected to
meet,

supporting interstate and intrastate
coordination of school records and other
necessary services, and

encouraging family literacy services.

AutoSkill Academy of READING

migratory children from educational institution to educational institution..
fluidity in providing targeted instruction to the student.

. fostering

Title I, Part D — Neglected and Delinquent Programs
Federal funds are used to provide financial assistance
to educational programs for youths in state-operated
institutions or community day programs. Focus is on:
meeting the needs of these children and
assisting in the transition of these students
from correctional facilities to locally operated
programs,
providing these students with the same
challenging state academic standards that all
children are expected to meet, and
evaluating current programs and disaggregate
specific data.

Academy of READING provides the high-quality content to enhance the opportunities of
students placed in correctional facilities or specialized community programs. The
targeted instruction enhances the student’s ability to meet the same challenging state
academic standards that all children are expected to meet.

In addition, the program provides a complete records management system that
constantly tracks student testing and training results and provides reports at the student
level. These records provide learning details that could enhance the student’s transition
from institutionalization to new educational situations.

Title I, Part F — Comprehensive School Reform
Federal competitive funds are used to provide financial
incentives for low performing schools to implement
whole school reforms incorporating scientifically based
research methods and that improve academic
achievement to all children within the school. There are
11 specmc components, a few of which are:

researched-based methods,

evidence of effectiveness,

focus on student achievement,

professional development for teachers and

staff, and

parental involvement.

Steeped in researched-based methods, evidence of effectiveness, and a focus on
student achievement, Academy of READING exemplifies academic programs to be
included in Comprehensive School Reform. In addition, the program includes:

Professional Development... AutoSkill's Professional Development Services
provide a portfolio of campus planning, training and classroom modeling
services designed to accelerate Academy of READING implementations. Based
on over 18 years of experience, AutoSkill delivers best-in-class services tailored
to the unique requirements of schools and districts.

Parental Involvement... The program provides detailed student reports,
including a snapshot of student progress. Reports can be used to encourage
parental involvement in the student’s education.
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Title Il, Part A — Teacher and Principal Training and
Recruitment

Federal funds are used to provide opportunities for
schools to improve: 1) teachers’ subject matter
knowledge and teaching skills and 2) principals’
instructional leadership skills...both with the ultimate
goal of improving student academic achievement. In
addition, this provision holds local educational agencies
and schools accountable for improvements in student
academic achievement.

Academy of READING provides professional development focused on increasing
student academic achievement through strategies such as improving teacher quality
and increasing the number of highly qualified teachers in the classroom. The program’s
detailed record keeping can be used to demonstrate school accountability for
improvements in student academic achievement, a component of school accountability.

Title Il, Part D — Enhancing Education Through
Technology
Federal funds are used to improve student academic
achievement through the use of technology by:
- supporting high-quality professional
development,
increasing access to technology and the
Internet,
integrating technology into the curricula, and
promoting parental involvement.

Academy of READING makes use of technology and provides varied learning
environments to help students. Age-appropriate content, interfaces, and graphical
elements create an optimal learning environment for students from K-12. Students start
on “easier” material and work through content, celebrating success along the way.
Positive feedback and motivational “buddy” characters keep students focused on
learning.

Academy of READING's flexibility encourages specifically designed instruction for
students. The software program maximizes the use of technology in order to support
students’ efforts in meeting educational academic standards.

Title lll — Language Acquisition Program

Federal funds are used to assist districts in teaching
English to limited English proficient students in order to
enable these students to meet the same challenging
state standards required of all students.

Limited English Proficient Students... AutoSkill's commitment to providing
scientifically based research, targeted instruction to all students is demonstrated in the
following efficacy studies currently underway:

Spring Independent School District (TX): 27 middle and elementary schools using
an Rtl model with English language learner subgroups. Gains reported with
correlations to the TAKS test data. Publication date: June 2008.
Charlotte-Mecklenburg County School District (NC): 35 middle and elementary
schools with special education and English language learner subgroups. Gains
reported with correlations to MAP test data. Publication date: June 2008.

Delano Elementary Unified School District (CA): 9 K-8 schools with 53% English
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Learner subgroup. Correlations to CST test data. Publication data: June 2008.

SpanishTutor™... Spanish-speaking students can quickly master foundation skills
while using the Academy of READING with SpanishTutor. The read-aloud function lets
students gain a better understanding of each task, though features such as:

tutorials and motivational elements that help students to progress through training,
with instruction and feedback provided in Spanish,

neutral enunciation and generic accents that are ideal for all Spanish-speaking
students, and

management tools to control access to Spanish instruction that you can turn on or
off at any time.

Title IV, Part B — 21° Century Community Learning
Centers

Federal funds are used to provide services to students
during non-school hours. These services include
academic enrichment, tutorial services, and other
services in order to help students meet academic
standards.

Academy of READING can provide academic enrichment and tutorial services for non-
school hour supplemental programs. Flexible scheduling provides short, intensive
training sessions that allow students to stay focused and assist students in meeting
challenging academic standards.

Title V, Part A — Innovative Programs
Federal funds are used to support districts in
implementing promising educational reform programs
and school improvement programs based on
scientifically based research that are consistent with
and support statewide reform efforts. Additional focus is
on:
helping meet the education needs of at-risk
and high-need students and
supporting programs to improve school,
student, and teacher performance.

Title V, Part A - Innovative Programs supports local education reform efforts that are
consistent with and support statewide education reform efforts. When statewide reform
efforts include reading, Academy of READING would be an appropriate program for
consideration. The program meets the following requirements:

implementing promising educational reform programs and school improvement
programs based on scientifically based research,

meeting the educational needs of all students, including at-risk youth, and
developing and implementing education programs to improve school, student, and
teacher performance, including professional development activities.

Title X, Part C — Education for the Homeless
Children and Youth
Federal funds are used to ensure that homeless

Academy of READING provides the high-quality content to enhance the opportunities of
homeless children to meet the same challenging state academic standards that all
children are expected to meet.
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children and youths are provided an education and
opportunity to meet student academic achievement

standards.

In addition, the program provides a complete records management system that
constantly tracks student testing and training results and provides reports at the student,
class, school, and district level. These records provide learning details that could travel
with homeless children, as necessary... fostering fluidity in providing targeted instruction

to the student.

AutoSkill Academy of Math/NCLB Matrix 12 2/20/2008



